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FRANKFORT (FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE) --
KENTUCKY LAUNCHES A STATEWIDE VIRTUAL LIBRARY

http://www.kcvl.org

The Kentucky Commonwealth Virtual Library (KCVL) will launch its comprehensive

information resources and services to support the Kentucky Commonwealth Virtual University

(KCVU) and the citizens of the Commonwealth beginning Nov. 1, 1999.  As one of his

initiatives to improve higher education in Kentucky, through HB 1, Gov. Paul Patton and the

1997 Legislature provided funding for the “anytime, anywhere” access to postsecondary

education opportunities, and to information resources and services needed to support such an

endeavor. Its role as an essential building block in developing KCVU makes KCVL stand out

amid other statewide virtual libraries in the South, such as, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina,

South Carolina, Mississippi, and Virginia.  Even though KCVU students are its primary

audience, KCVL has been constructed to support lifelong learning for all Kentuckians.

KCVL is built on a long tradition of cooperation and collaboration among all types of libraries

through the Kentucky Library Network (KLN), a resource sharing membership organization

established in 1985.  Even with this existing infrastructure, more than 100 KCVL committee

members spent in excess of 18 months planning and implementing this project.  To bring critical

electronic information resources to every citizen’s desktop at home or at a public library, KCVL

also built “high-touch” into this “high-tech” system by creating a group of statewide virtual

reference librarians to help KCVL users. In this information age tinted with digital divide,

libraries in Kentucky can now place all Kentuckians on a level playing field with the KCVL

resources and services.
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As the one-stop shopping gateway to information resources either housed in Kentucky libraries

or accessible through the Internet, the KCVL website (http://www.kcvl.org) offers a common

look and feel for information seekers.  Here are the offerings:

1. Catalogs and Databases:

In order to provide a cost effective, statewide common look and feel for online library

catalogs, all eight public universities and the 28 community and technical colleges in the

Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) have come together and

implemented the Endeavor Voyager integrated library system with hub sites located at the

University of Kentucky and at the University of Louisville.  Other Kentucky libraries’ online

catalogs that are Z39.50-compliant are also placed here so students can find out which library

has what and have materials delivered to the library closest to them via a statewide ground

courier service or the newly-enhanced statewide Ariel Internet faxing system.  This will help

make library collections more easily available.

KCVL has 32 electronic databases available to the statewide audience including all the eight

public institutions, 28 community and technical colleges, 19 independent colleges and

universities, 116 public libraries, 1,392 public K-12 schools, and 16 special libraries.

These databases include 15 databases from EBSCO Publishing, 16 databases from OCLC,

and the online Encyclopedia Britannica.  They contain full text from close to 5,000 journals,

magazines, newspapers, newswires, and reference books, as well as indexes and abstracts to

both scholarly and general interest content.  Subjects cover humanities, education, social

sciences, business, psychology, nursing, health, and science and technology.  Users can put

in a search and have it simultaneously search across the catalogs and databases. This is made

possible through a powerful front end software platform, OCLC SiteSearch WebZ.  With one

seamless interface research is more easy and convenient.

2. Kentuckiana Digital Library:

A systematic implementation for a statewide, structured digitization program is underway.

The purpose is to create electronic access to special, unique Kentuckiana collections housed

in Kentucky libraries, be it an oral history tape, a photograph, or a hand-written note.  It

allows the Kentuckians and the world to see Kentucky treasures up close.
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3. Government Information:

Here you can find state and federal government information resources organized by subjects

and annotated by librarians to help you navigate the Internet maze.

The emphasis is on Kentucky-oriented information relevant to the state’s economy, natural

resources, education, social and economic history, government operations, etc.

4. Using the Virtual Library – Online Self-Paced Tutorial:

This “anytime, anywhere” tutorial helps students and citizens tap into the riches on the Net

by taking them step by step through web resources and demonstrating how to search, assess,

and use them responsibly.

5. Virtual Reference Desk:

This is built as a gateway to non-governmental web resources of value to Kentuckians.

These are organized by subject, annotated by librarians, and have a heavy emphasis on

Kentucky-oriented resources.  The statewide virtual reference librarians group is

collaborating on maintenance of this site for Kentucky students and citizens.

For more information, contact Ling-yuh W. (Miko) Pattie, Director, Kentucky Commonwealth

Virtual Library, 1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320, Frankfort, Kentucky  40601

502/573-1555, 502/573-0222 (fax), miko.pattie@mail.state.ky.us
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